INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property/District Name: St. Stephens Survey Number:S-361

Project: Road Widening/MD 363 from St. Stephens to Halls Curve Agency: SHA

Site visit by MHT Staff: _X_no ___ yes Name Date

Eligibility recommended _____ Eligibility not recommended __X_ _

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

Saint Stephens is a small rural village located on MD 363 approximately seven miles west of
Princess Anne, Somerset County, MD. Based upon the information provided, the village does
not meet the criteria necessary to qualify it for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The roadside village is a late 19th-century waterman’s community consisting of two-dozen late

19th and early 20th-century frame structures located on either side of MD Route 363 in

Somerset County, Maryland. Saint Stephens Methodist Church is centrally located in the

village and survives as a well-preserved and distinctive example of a rural church building.

Despite this single notable resource, the village is widely dispersed and lacks cohesiveness
—and an identifiable core.

According to the assessment and comments provided by architectural historian Paul Touart,
other, better candidates representative of Somerset Conyuty’s watermen’s communities exist,
such as Sackertown, Byrdtown, Frenchtown and Rumbley. Further, the village does not have
sufficient integrity to qualify it for listing in the National Register under Criterion C.
No persons or events significant to our past are known to be associated with the village,
thereby making it ineligible under Criteria A and B.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:Review and Compliance Files

Prepared by:Rita Suffness, Cultural Resources Group, SHA and Paul Touart, Architectural
Historian

Beth Hannold and Kim Williams February 12, 1996
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date
NR program concurrence: [ yes no not applicable
Lo bV Mac d. & (93¢,
Reviewer, NR program Date




Survey No. §/¥69 S-361

—
MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT
I. Geographic Region:
X Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
X Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
III. Prehistoric Period Themes: Iv. Historic Period Themes:
Subsistence Agriculture
A — . .
Settlement X Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
and Community Planning
Political Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology X Religion
‘ Environmental Adaptation Social/Educational /Cultural
Transportation
V. Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Religious/Church Building

Known Design Source:




/957

S-361 late nineteenth century
St. Stephens Survey District
Venton vicinity
public

The roadside village of St. Stephens is a late nineteenth-century waterman's
community located between Oriole and Dames Quater on Maryland Route 363. Centrally
located in the village is the St. Stephens Methodist Church, the best preserved of
the late nineteenth-century structures. The neighboring houses have received varying
degrees of renovation, but several houses retain period features such as original
siding, decorative porches and eave trim. Due to the low lying, poorly drained nature

of the adjacent terrain, most village residents worked on the waters of Monie Bay

and Tangier Sound instead of tending farms.




Survey No. S-361

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 2003615638

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/orcommon  St, Stephens Survey District

2. Location

P ,_:’.‘ 7 /’,;1 .
street & number Deal Island Road (~: 3 7 ) — not for publication
clty,town g§t. Stephens — vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Somerset

- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —__ public X occupied —_ agriculture — __ museum
—X_building(s) _X_private —_ unoccupied —__commercial —__ park
— structure __both — work in progress —— educational _X__ private residence
—site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —_religious
_ object ___in process _X vyes: restricted —__ government ____ scientific
—— being considered ——_yes: unrestricted —— industrial ___transportation
_x_not applicable —__no —__ military ___ other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Various Owners
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset Clerk of Court liber
street & number Somerset County Courthouse folio
city, town prjncess Anne state MD, 21853

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

title

-«ate —federal ___state __ _county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. g_361

Condition Check one Check one

_ excellent ____deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_original site

X ___good ____ruins _X_ altered ____moved date of move
X _ ftair _— unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

St. Stephens Survey District

St. Stephens is a small rural village located on MD 363 approximately seven miles
west of Princess Anne, Somerset County, Maryland.

St. Stephens consists of two-dozen late nineteenth and early twentieth-century
frame structures sited on the north and south sides of Maryland Route 363. Approximate-
ly sixteen houses are accompanied by one store and the St. Stephens Methodist Church
(S-362). All structures face the road and are set back approximately twenty-five to
fifty feet from the ditches that border the shoulders of the road. A large share of
the dwellings are modest two-story two- or three-bay houses covered with weatherboards
or artificial asbestos or aluminum sidings. Decorative trim is minimal and limited to
Victorian sawnwork in the frort cross gable of a few houses or on the turnmed post front
porch. Narrow brick stove stacks rise from the gable ends or from the center of the house.
Two- or onme-story service wings extend to the rear of each house. The single store is
located at the east end of the village, and it has been remedeled.



8. Significance Survey No. g_3¢

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religion
-1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic . conservation — law —__science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —— literature —— sculpture
——1600-1699 _X__ architecture —— education — military — social/
— 1700-1798 ___ art —engineering —  music humanitarian
X _1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
X __ 1900- —__ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
—invention - other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __A B _C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _ B _C _ D _E _F _ 6
Level of Significance: _ national __state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Significance

The roadside village of St. Stephens is a late nineteenth-century watermens'
community located between Oriole and Dames Quarter on Maryland Route 363 (Deal Island
Road). Centrally located in the village is the St. Stephens Methodist Church, the
best preserved of the late nineteenth century structures. The neighboring houses have
received varying degrees of renovation, but several houses retain period features such
as original siding, decorative porches and eave trim. Due to the low lying, poorly

ined nature of the adjacent terrain, most village residents worked on the waters
v+ Monie Bay and Tangier Sound. The Dames Quarter marsh is located immediately west
of the village.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No.

S~361

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
_ state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title p.] Touart — Architectural Historian

organization gomerset County Historical Trust

date 7/9/86

telephone 651-0077

street & number o/ North Somerset Avenue

city or town

state ME_!I'V land

21853

Rrincess—Anne

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House
21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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MANHEIM W, TODD Owner and Master of the
Schooner “ L. Virginia.  Freighting in and tp all

lnts on Chesa ¢ Bay, Dames’ Quarter P. O.

JOHN T. WHITH, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-

T

e, T _‘:: ; K
=y . A=~ W Mur ¥
DAMES' QUARTER BUSINESS REFER- \ s = | . . M ries, Hats, Caps, Boots, Sboes, Hardware, Queens
N— ..I)emu.r&:_?r.wn/' vm,Tlnwuep,séhlp Chandlery, Oysters, &c. Store,
Crab Island. P. O, Princess Anne, Md.
JOEN W. & JOHN C. WALKER, Deslasia

Dry Goods, Groceries, Hats, .(':3:, Boots, Shoes,
Hardware, Queensware, Glass Tinware, Tollet
Soaps, Fancy Anticles, Notions, &c. Store st St
Peter’s. P, O, box 6§, Princess Anne, Md.

WM. 8. 8MITH, Carpenter, Contractor, and Builder.
Ruid.el;dc;. Dames’ Quarter District, P. O, FPrincess
Anne, Md.

WM. T, HABTINGS, Manufacturer of ol kinds of
Lumber. Custom Work done at all times, Orders
for lumber promly filled, Reside--~ St. Peter's.
P. O, address Priricess lld.x

7. 8,0 FURNISS, Plasterer, Bric Contractor
and Builder, All dases of buil. o contracted
for and neatly condr{uceld.. D'(;onl'e_ P '0 - ,

TAYEEY P AT

ENCES. N

HENRY P. WHITE, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-
ries, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, Hardware, Queens-
ware, Tinware, Hames, Hamess, Toilet Soaps,
Fancy Articles, Notions, &c. Dames’ Quarter Dis-

trict.
CAPT. JOHN D. 8COTT, Jr., Oysterman, Oyse
ters caught and sold in season. P. O. address,

Dames' Quarter,
WM. 8. HORNER, Dealerin Goods, Grocerles,
Hat+ -, Boots, Shoes, Hardware, Queensware,
Tin “atent Medicines, Paints, Toilet Soaps,
Fi cles, Notions, and all usually kept
in & ....t-ciass coontry store. st Dames’

Quarter Post-office.
WILLIAM BAKER, Owner and Master of Pungy
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Streetscape, Southside MD 363
Stephen's Survey District

iR 5-361

® Typical Dwelling, St. Stephens
26353 MD 363, Northside
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St. Stephens Survey District S-361
St. Stephens, Somerset Co. Md.

East Elevation

6/86, Paul Touart, Photographer

Neg/Md. Historical Trust






St. Stephens Survey District S-361
St. Stephens, Somerset Co. Md.

East Elevation

6/86, Paul Touart, Photographer

Neg/Md. Historical Trust



